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A Study of Smart Cities for India

Shreya Ranjan, Sneha Bhuva, Praveen Nahar, and Sahil Thappa

What gives meaning to our life in urban scapes?

In this fast-developing world, our cities need to adapt fast to better technology,

connectivity, and growth and somehow enable individual growth, i.e., cities have

to be adaptive to their physical challenges and evolving aspirational needs.

Today, there is increased migration towards the urban economic life (put

migration data); at the same time, urbanisation is also travelling towards the

hinterland, creating a loss of accountability and ownership of the ecosystem and

its people. Everyone is getting connected faster, and the world is getting smaller,

but something is amiss in this new way we live now.
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What’s missing?

Sense of belonging

As the world shifts towards faster and digital, people get more out of touch with their

ecosystems. People no longer know where their food comes from or how to build

climate-resilient cities. There is gradual loss, even disinterest in knowledge sharing,

because of broken trust networks. In the context of India, urbanisation has not taken

into consideration contextual needs and knowledges, which has built opaque walls of
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development between people and the decision-making process that directly affects

them.

Connectedness

Humans seek connectedness and they experience discomfort when they feel isolated

from the larger ecosystem that they all are a part of. This includes the physical

infrastructure, the natural ecosystem, the social fabric of the society, and how all of this

combines to create a sense of belonging, responsibility, ownership, and connectedness.

“The double role of living systems as parts and wholes requires the interplay of two

opposite tendencies – an integrated tendency to function as part of a larger whole, and

a self-assertive, or self-organizing tendency to preserve individual autonomy”.

How can we then establish this connectedness, and what does it mean in our

fast-changing world where aspirations are ever-evolving?

Flow of Exhibition

It starts with questioning our aspirations today and how it leads to ideas of making cities

smart and efficient. The understanding of ‘smart’ everywhere includes the common

requirements of infrastructure, transport, opportunities for economic growth, and

digital connectivity. So, let's take a look at what is happening today.

Growth and Development

Taking the case studies of water bodies in Ahmedabad, we learnt how the walls of

development are breaking the meaningful and intangible relationships that people had

with their natural ecosystem and with each other.  Then, we asked people what added

meaning to their day-to-day lives in the city. What we learnt from them helped us

understand these intangible relationships.
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What are the lost connections?

The invisible/intangible networks that sustain us are now lost within the walls of growth

and development. Some of the emergent channels of such connections were our

knowledge of the local context. We started then wondering how we can make people

want to live in a state of active harmony and engagement with each other and the

natural ecosystem.

● How might we make them get together?

● How might we make them want to get together?

● How might we create an interest and curiosity in their surroundings to make

them mindful of it?

We observed that in moments of crisis or extremes, we see people collaborate however,

for this to continue to happen as a habit, we cannot create crisis. So, we started looking

at how to engage people in such a way that they start from the process of thought and

reflection. Through play, we felt that people could come together without having an

issue to tackle. And through these interventions in the mundane, we seek to start

building the lost networks.
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