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'what is lacking is a Theory of Ac+on within large complex systems, where the ac6ve agent is himself a part of 
and a product of the system' [his italics]

Gregory Bateson, The Moral and Aesthe+c Structure of Human Adapta+on, 1968/9



‘Freudian psychology expanded the concept of mind inwards to include the whole communicational system 
within the body - the autonomic, the habitual, and the vast range of unconscious process. What I am saying 
expands the mind outwards. And both of these changes reduce the scope of the conscious self. A certain 
humility becomes appropriate...’

Gregory Bateson, Form, Substance and Difference, 1970



'Ecology currently has two faces to it: the face which is called bioenergetics - the economics of energy and 
materials within a coral reef, a redwood forest, or a city - and second, an economics of information, of entropy, 
negentropy, etc. These two do not fit together well precisely because the units are differentially bounded in the 
two sorts of ecology. In bioenergetics it is natural and appropriate to think of units bounded at the cell 
membrane or the skin; or of units of conspecific individuals. These boundaries are then the frontiers at which 
measurements can be made to determine the additive/subtractive budget of energy for the given unit. In 
contrast, informational and entropic ecology deals with the budgeting of pathways and of probability. The 
resulting budgets are fractionating (not subtractive). The boundaries must enclose, not cut, the relevant 
pathways.’

Gregory Bateson, Form, Substance and Difference, 1970



‘You decide that that you want to get rid of the by-
products of human life and that Lake Erie will be a good 
place to put them. You forget that the eco-mental 
system called Lake Erie is a part of your wider eco-
mental system – and that if Lake Erie is driven insane, 
its insanity is incorporated in the larger system of your 
thought and experience.’

Gregory Bateson, Pathologies of Epistemology (1969)



‘The scien6st as such has no revolu6onary poten6al; he is the first integrated agent of integra6on, a refuge for 
bad conscience, and the forced destroyer of his own crea6vity. Let us consider the more striking [than André
Grosz] example of a carrière à l’américaine, with abrupt muta6ons, just as we imagine such a career to be:
Gregory Bateson begins by fleeing the civilized world, by becoming an ethnologist and following the primi6ve 
codes and the savage flows; then he turns in the direc6on of flows that are more and more decoded, those of 
schizophrenia, from which he extracts an interes6ng psychoanaly6c theory; then, s6ll in search of a beyond, of 
another wall to break through, he turns to dolphins, to the language of dolphins, to flows that are even stranger 
and more deterritorialized. But where does the dolphin flux end, if not with the basic research projects of the 
American army, which brings us back to the prepara6ons for war and to the absorp6on of surplus value’

Giles Deleuze and Felix Gua\ari, An+-Oedipus, 1972



Gregory Bateson 1904-1980
1904 Born Cambridgeshire to William and Beatrice Bateson
1920s BA Biology, then Anthropology from St Johns College, Cambridge

works in New Guinea with Iatmul on Sepik River

1952 Book:  Communica6on: The Social Matrix of Psychiatry (w J Ruesch)
1950s Palo Alto working on schizophrenia (Bateson Group) DOUBLE BIND

1936 Book: Naven (on New Guinea) SCHISMOGENESIS, DEUTEROLEARNING

1987 Book: Angels Fear: towards an Epistemology of the Sacred (with MCB)

1942 Book: Balinese Character (with M Mead)

1930s meets Margaret Mead, works in New Guinea and Bali

1940s MOMA (with Siegried Kracauer), and the OSS (as ‘propagandist’) 

works with Mead on ‘democratic surround’ and anti-fascist activities 

Macy Conferences on Cyberne6cs

1960s Dolphin and Octopus communication (Hawaii

1972 Book:  Steps to an Ecology of Mind
1979 Book:  Mind and Nature: a necessary unity

1970s UCSC and Esalen AN ECOLOGY OF MIND

1967 Dialectics of Liberation Congress THE THREE ECOLOGIES
1968 Effects of Conscious Purpose on Human Adaptation (Wenner-Gren conference)
1969 The Moral and Aesthetic Structure of Human Adaptation (Wenner-Gren conference)



‘As an adolescent, I had berated my father for his cynically stated reluctance to become involved, his sense that 
the universi6es and the poli6cal and economic structures of the world were irremediably steeped in folly. Now, 
in the emerging ecological crisis, he had decided to care again, so this would be our first collabora6on in 
commitment as well.’ 

Mary Catherine Bateson, Our Own Metaphor, 1972



'[there was] no small contribution from Marx actually. Karl Marx made a considerable contribution to the 
thinking I was offering you earlier. He was one of the earliest scientists who got the idea of interacting systems 
and the exponential phenomena of such systems.’

Gregory Bateson, recording of Q+A at Dialectics of Liberation Congress, Roundhouse London, 1967
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