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LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE OF THE
NEW BUILDING, SEPTEMB:R 218T,1920,

The ceremony of laying the corner stone of the

%

: Ont;:rio College of Art tqok place at 5:00 B.M, on
Tuesday, September 2lst, 1920. 'f.
" MR, G.A, HOWELL, Vice Cheirmen of Council of the 3
College, presided, and in opening the proceedinge said:- Z{\
Ladies and gentlemen, the occasion of laying the cormer |
stone of this new College building is ome that we have M}?
looked forward to for meny months, It is & fer ery from {
the time when we used to come before the City Counéil

along with the public chsrities and beg for a small grant .
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for this College. At that time we had not any idea that
we should ever gather in these grounds and celebrate th. _J e
laying of- & corner gtone of & new building. We had many
- vissicitudes, but there have beenm a number of public w
ted citizens, artists and others, who have stood ,j::'
formation of this College until today we are here to lay
'r _v‘\ the corner stone of this building, the funds for which have }
been provided by the Dominion and Provincisl Gmm,

The Provincial Government has put us on & pood financial

Lo footing otherwise by the grants they have given to us, lﬂ _cf
|
we now look forward to a splendid future for this Ontarie '.L ‘

¥

College of Art, Those who have stood out among the pion

Epameeans - phal - mopiaE

men who have done great service for this College, I desi

to mention; and firet Is Mr, G,A, Reid, who h‘l

staff of the coucge :thg m m:r -m
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stone, (Applause) The late Mr, R.Y., Ellis was also a

very energetic friend of the achool; and we can thank Ir.’:
J.P, Murray to a great extent for our being in the preeent.
position, There are others whom Mr, Murray will mention
later who are certainly deserving of 21l praise., In the
Deparyment the cooperation of Mr, Seath and Dr., Merchant
has been of wonderful assistance., ‘As to the site, the

Art Council of the Gallery have been good enough to donate
the site to the Ontario College of Art, and it is owing tou
that, and the grants we have from the Governments, that we

ere able to put up this building, One feature in connection

with it is very interesting - that the gentlemen I mentioned,

Mr, Reid, who hes stood 8o nobly by the school, is Architect

for the new building, which certainly must be a great
pleasure to him, (Applause)

I would now.aek Mr, J,P, Murrey, the Treasurer of
the Counci} to read a brief history of the College which
will be deposited in the eylinder in the stone,

MR, J.P., MURRAY) was received with applause &nd
said: Mr, Chairmen, Reverend Archdeacon coi’y, Mr, Premier,
our programme is & good long one, and I do not know that
you would care to have an address fromme, but there is one
thing that 1 would like to point out in connection with my
cooperation in the past years with the old Central Ontar;o
School of Art which has developed into this Cellege. !ohri'
aéo, owing to the business with which I was associated,
although I was not an artist, I found it was necessary thet
we should have some knowledige of art among our people, and

I lent myself to the College., What I am going to say may

appesr egotisticzl. If you think so you are entitled to
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that thought , but tﬁat 1§ not the way I feel about it,

Some of you may remember years ago When Dr, James L, ,;
ﬁughes wae Inspector of the Schools, there was an attempt '
to have the children understend something of Art, and

efforts were made in the various Schools to introduce
meetings with parents, and a number of gentlemen and

ladies were invited to those meetinge where children

gathered the parents and met in the schools, and talks would |
be given along those lines, At that time we commenced

to improve the walls of our schools by having them

colored and having certain ke pictures put on them, with

the idea of encouraging a khowledge of art, That gave

me the idea that we ought to go further, and when, in this
upstaire room in 1911, Mr, R,Y, Ellis resigned the Presidency
of the Central Ontario College of Art I was a Vice-President,
and they wanted to make me the Presidént, and I refused to
accept it because I was going over to Great Britain, and I
was going to spend most of 1911 in Great Britain, snd I

told them the reason I wg;ld not accept the Presidency of

the School was because when I came back I intended to es-
tablish a College of Art., I‘waa challenged then B that

I was going to commercialize Art, I visited the 0ld Country,
and when I came back I pwoposed & constitution for the
College of Art, I.had the assistance of our friend Sir
Edmund Walker, Mr, Reid, Dr, Seath, and quite a number of
others, and 1 présented,the proposition to Sir James

Ih;tney. and he took it up; and when Dr. !1no'and Sir
Janoa'consnltod about it they told me to see the-then

Provincial Treasurer, Honourable Mr, Matheson, and I was

told that w

have to have a deputation to show thj
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people of Ontario that a College of Art was desired; and
I think one of the most influential committees or deputa-
tions on education waited on the Minister, and the re-
sult was the bringing in of the Bill that was accepted
as a Government Bill, and the College of Art was estab-
lished, From that time out, just as the Chairman has
said, Mr, Reid has been in the front rank, fighting tooth
and neil for it on every and &ll occasions, and doing a
great work, and from these etfgrta have-come what we are
doing here todey., I do not think, Mr, Chairman, that you
should ask me -to read this sketch; everybody has a copy of
it, and our programme is fairly long. If you insist upon
my reading it I cen do so, but I leave it to the meeting,
and.ask them if they went fm teke it as read. I move that 1
it be taken as read, (This motion was carried amid applsuse)
THE CHAIRMAN: I have now much pleasure in cal-
ling on Sir Edmund Walker, President of the Art Gallery
of Toronto. 1
SIR EDMUND WALKER: Archfleacon Cody, Premier, |
ladiesfand gentlemen, 1 have in my possession the Art 'é
Citalogue which contains the names of the painters and i
the lists of the pictures that were exhibited in Toronto ;
in 1837 and in 1649, twelve or thirteen y;ars afterwards; ’ g
the two events being so extraordinary at the time that it %

was thought well in 1849 to reprint the catalogue of 1837.

That was the beginning of any attempt to give an art
Exhibition in Upper Canada, The pictures that were
exhibited at that time were mostly those of students,
although I do not know who the ﬁaintera were, but all

beginners in Art, all copies of paintings in England,’




made by people who loved pictures but did not affect
to be artists, and pictures of natursl objects such

as wild animals and Indians and flowers and things of
that kind, and some topographical sketches by men like
Bonnycastle, the President of the Society at that time, \\
who came to this country as one ofAé;glish Engineers af-
ter the war of 1812, Now, that is & pathetic document
of the begihning of Art in Ontario, I remember that I
was myself taken, as a boy of ten or twelve years, tfter
the second of those Exhibitions, about 1859 or 1860, by
my father, to the Provincisl FPair, as it was called at
the time, to see the exhibition of Art in 1860. 1In

the so-called Art Section of the Provincial Pairs there
were dagguerrqotypes and photographs and heir jewelry

and sketches of soenéry, and meny phases of what was

called Art at that time, Now, I am not eoing fo detail

the struggles from those early dayes until the present

time, Most of us here have some ides what those strug-
gles have been, What we should, I think, seek t.o do is

to congratulate ourselves upon the effort that is going to
be expended and put upon some kind of basies here as to the
justification of what haes been done in Art and what we

seek to do., The public require that; politicans sometimes
require that, We have, in Toronto and elsewhere, techni-
cal schools of great extent and of great promise. There

are in the Toronto Technical School I do not know how

many rooms devoted to Art of to drawing, There are many
students there that are learning phases of industrial

Art, This country cannot possibly develop 1ta'-anufaoturor.L..

ol ._ ,
unless we do have oo-gkgnny in industriel ART.




and meny young people seeking to learn industrisl art,

But I should think that out of every hundred, ninety-fivevf
at least would not enter upon their drawing lessons at all
1£«they had not a dream in their minds thst they were go-
ing to be artists, that they were going to reach what is
called High Art.‘ The Ontario College of Art is the natural. ﬂ
post-graduate course of & student who is learning drawing ;i

in the technical school, If he did not imagine that he waai \
going to come to the Untario College of Art and learn Art , %ﬁ\\
in its higher forme he probably would not begin at all, yt EJ !
The bulk of them do not reach high Art in any very impor-

tant form, but it is that dream which causes people to

undertake Art, end which leads to ouf having in this coun-;

try at the present time a very considersble Army of 1ndua-{

trial Artists, whereas 24 or 30 years ago there were slmost

none, Any young man who developed any kind of ability and

sought to earn his living by Art was forced to go to New

York or to some other center., Now, the purpose of = the

Gallery in granting this site is & thing that I should

N |

like to explain, When the Charter of the art Gallery was
granted it was given, among its other powers, precisely the -
powers that the Ontario College of Art possesses, It was

nbt intended that we should ever carry out those powers in

;ny definite way; they were obtained because it was thought

wise to secure & wide Charter, apd the College of Art ob-
tained thie Charter at that time, Therefore it was necees-

sary that we should affiliate the body that was going to

carry out some of the purposes named in the Charter of the

Art Gallery. Ioreofor. if this School is to do its duty

and we to do our duty by it, we will have to keep in the. !

e, T - J
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Art Gallery a great collection of casts and some collec-
tions of painting; and engravings and other objects of

Art such as will be, in a sense, lessons to the students -
here, and will enable the student to appreciate what High
things in Art are like, to have some sense of the atmos-
phere of high things in Art., Thie brick building in this
Georgian styie of architecture was a condition which the
Art Gellery imposed upon the Ontario College of Art, It

is, however, & beautiful building, and I do not know that

2 more useful style of architecture could pave been selec- \
ted; but our purpose in having @he building built as it is
is to connect it by & high brick wall and a brick balustrade
and a formel garden with the old‘Gfange, with the hope that
some day & eimilar building will be erected on the place

of the Grange, and we shell have a long line of Georgian
buildingé facing this 0ld gerden and connecting this part of
the property with that part of the property, where a

modern gallery with a modern form of garﬂéﬁ will exist,

At the present time the surroundinge are about as unhappy

as they could posegibly, The City of Toronteo is not carry-
ing out its promise to demolish those buildings or to com-
plete these grounds, But thet is the dresm of the future -
2 line of brick buildings here in Georgian style facing
thie garden, a2 modern gallery on that side facing & modern
garden. Just one word more. This Ontario College of Art
has already in recent years produced two or three sfndenta
atthé abler school, whom I shald not name; = it does not
have to look forward to a future to justify itself, Artiata. a

have left the College of Art in recent years who have

Justified themselves, and 1 look forward to a time whem

el 7 e
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This College will in fact be affilieted with the
University, and the University itself will have & depart-
ment of High Art, so that the public will understand

that the College teaching Arts leading to tne High Arts,
egs opposed to a technical school teaching drawing in

another form, is 2 natural part of the tertiary educa-

. tion of a country, the University education of a country;

b 1 !
thatbis just as fundamental and just as proper that a \\

University should have a section of High Art and have
affiliation with an Ontario body of Art as it is that
the University should have affiliation with the Conserva-
tory of Music or any other branch of knowledge. I must
demur absolutely to the idea that high music and high
art and other things sre outside the practisel life of
the people, and high education., They are part of the
practicaleducation of the‘people, and are just as essen-
tial to the well-being of a country like Canada as
economice or science or any other Department of human
understanding, I congratulaté Mr, Reid on this building,

and I think we may all, as citizens, look forward to a

'\
WS

day in Ontario which may before long put us in as advanced

& position as countries like Australia, where a vote of
labor men put Art away beyond anything that we have ever

had in this country so far as public encouragement and

public grents of money to aid Art are concerned. (Applanae)

THE CHAIRMAN: In looking over this brief history

you will see that the Ontario Government is represented
by twelve members of the Couneil; that is, the Ontario
Government appointed twelve members, and in addition to

that they gave the Ontario College of Art standing as an

‘—w‘
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Ontario Government institution. Under those circum=
stances it is certainly most fitting that we should
have the Premier of the Province to lay the corner
stone of the new building; and after 1 have resd the
liet of articles which will be rlaced in the cylinder
that goes in the stone 1 will have great pleasure in
calling upon Premier Drury to lay the corner stone.
(After reading the list of documents to be placed in
the cylinder) You see we have pretty fully covered the
ground that was necessary to be covered in connection
with this important event of laying the corner stone
of this building., I have very great pleasure now in
asking the Premier to lay the cornmer stone.

THE HONOURABLE E.C. DRURY, PREMIER OF ONTARIO, .
then proceeded to lay the corner stone, and after declar-
ing the corner stone well and truly laid, amid applaﬁse,
he said: Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, the bast
time thet I was upon this property was during the life
of the l;te owner, the giver of this property for this
purpose to the City of Toronto, the late Goldwin Smith,
The occasion of my seeing him was to carry the greeting
of a smell and struggling orgenization of farmers in
appreciation of the help and kindness that had been
given to that organization 57 the celebrated and Susmder
public-spirited scholar and author, This occasion I re-
gard as & particularly happy one, because I think that d
this building, now begun &nd to be carried to completion,
will occupy a very important place im the life of this

community, I am not an artist. If I were to draw the

picture of a horse I should be comj

elled to adopt the
5 -

~
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tactics of Artemus Ward, who felt himself compelled

to write underneath it "This is a horse"™, so that the

people would know what it was, But I do appreciate the
beautiful, and I do also recognize that in the growth

of any civilization - and we are now producing a

Canadian civilization of which Ontario is the center

and the heart (Hear, hear) that will be distinctly Canadian
&nd not an echo of England or of the United States, but |
which shall embody the life and thought of the Canadian

people - (Hear, hear) - art is entirely essential in

st ogb. 2

order to give proper expression to that Canadian

cigilization. So far as 1 can understand, Art has

3

always beeh a growth that went with the development of
any particular civilization; and I believe that Canadian
Art should express the epirit of Canade, just as the
spirit of Canasde must be expressed in a dozen! a hundred,
other ways, in order that we may contribute the real
thing and the least thing of our national life, I

~hope, sir, that this Institutiom will develop what is

‘..-p)"-s‘azg‘Ak_‘ i eI i it e i A s 1 i il i 8

besutiful in Art, becsuse while I &am not an artist I
appreciate paintings that are not a mere conglomeration

of cubes &and lines and angles, Perhaps I am not culti-

S T e Y P

vated enough to understand that, I tske Art to be the
representation of comething that is beautiful in life, F
comething that is outstanding in life, and I believe :
that 4rt should interpret to us the beautiful that is
found in life sround us, the great moments of life,
the great circumstances of life, That, in my humble

judgment, is the function of Art; amd I hbpe that this
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building of which we have laid the corner stone today

will do its part in the development and eneichment of

that Canadian life which should be, and which is, dear
to &1l of us, I thank you. (Applsuse)

THE CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Education,
Honourgble Mr, Grant, was unfortunately prevented from
beihg present by having to receive a deputation, which
came in just as he wae leaving, and he regrets extremely
that he is unsble to be present; but we are fortunste
in having the late Minister of Education, Dr, Cody,
and I will now ask Revernmed Dr, Cody to speak,

REV, CANON CODY, D,D., LL.D: Mr, Chairran,
ladies and gentlemen, Mr, Grant regretes extremely that {
he is not sble to be with us this afternoon, but he
will allow me as his predecessor, perhaps, to speak‘
for him as well as for myself in connection with this
au;pioioue occasion, The outlines of the history of
thic organizstion have already been given, and areytn
printed form before you. I am glad that during my term -
of office I had some share at déritioal stage in the
development of thie organizstion., A deputation from
the Ontario College of Art came to the Department and
agked for a liorgely increased grant, a grant of more
than twice the amount that had been givenm in the past,
It seemed to me at the time that they made & very good
cese, and thet they indicated that as the years went *
on there would be & constantly incressing demand, and

& rightfully large demand, upon the resourcee of the ;

Province for the maintenance and development of such a




College as that, but I felt at the time that if the
Province was to bF called upon - ags it ought to be

called upon - to prévide the necessgry financisl support,
the Province as suq/h should have some direct control

of the governance of the institution. And so, with the
full consent of the old Council, a new Act was passed
whereby the Governor-in-Council, that is the Cabinet of
the Province, appoint twelve as againet eleven Councillors
of the Institution, That makes thie Ontario College of
Art in a very definite way a child of the Province, and
one of the organs through which the Province of Ontario
will express its encouragement to Art, The step that has
been taken today by the erection of this new and magni-
ficent building has been rendered possible -« let us gladi
acknowledge¥ it - by the forward policies of the Govern-
ment of the Dominion of Canada for the promotion of .
technical education, As you know, some years ago the Dom-
inion Government madera grant of sbout ten millions of
dollare for the furtherance of agricultural edﬁoation
throughout the different Provinces, Last year the Dominion
Government determined to pursue the same course in further-
ing the development of technical education throughout the
Dominion, and they asaigﬁed the sum of ten million dollars
to be given, on the average a million dollars & year,

for ten years, whereby th€ various Provinces should
develop their technical work., The terms wupon which this
grant were given were terms that demanded from the
Provinces receiving grants & corresponding effort. This

Province of Ontario spends upon technical education, and
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kas been spending upon technical education, more than
any other Province in the Dominion, Naturally it will r

have the larger share, therefore, in the Dominion

Government grant for technical education. But the fact

that the Dominion Government has 0 generously helped

téohnioal education, coupled with the faect that our own i
Province has generously responded, makes it possible for ;
this great material development so far as the building

is concerned, That has made it easily possibly for the

Province to answer the demend for a grant of a hundred ¢
thousand dollars for the housing and equipment of the
Ontario College of Art, Perhape if I may be allowed to
say just a2 word for the Department of Education, that
Department owes a great debt of gratitude to the Ontario
College of Art, All the Art specidliete in our country
schoois have been trained in this Institution, ZEvery
eummer the Ontario College of Art conducts & summer

cource in Art for teachers in the Publiec, Sepdrate and
High Schools of the Province, Last yeé} I think the
number present was & 140, and during the eight years

of the existénce of this Ontario College of Art no fewer
than 1,200 of the téaohers in our elementary and secondary
schools have been trained in Art in thié Institution,

The teaching profession and the Department of Education

in the Province are therefore under & great debt of

gratitude to the Ontaiio College of Art. They look toQ-

.(. =,

g

ward iost'hOpefully to further assistance and the dovolé«-

ment of a still better trained group of teachers in our \

\
N

schoolse, May I venture also to say this: One is per- ; \

fectly astonished to find out how few boys and girls fhp}u \
ik il iﬁ:i;;nmﬁ‘
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are who, if caught young enough, do not develop some
afpitude for Art., The number of scholars in any given
school who reespond to teaching in Art is very large
indeed, I suppose few are altogether void of.it. The
same is true of the teaching of music, If boye and

girls are dealt with at an early stage they do respond

in the great artistic departments of music and art,
Surely the result of the work of this Institution through
the schools will be/;::ation of a keener appreciation N
of that which is beautiful; and as we all know, the ob-
jects of education must alweye include the fostering of
the love of truth, the love of goodness, and the love

of beauty; and the love of beasuty takes ite honourable
place with the other two, Perhaps there is one other
feature to which I should refer., The 0ld title of the
Central Ontario School was of "Art and Indéstrial
decoration”; now, as has already been pointed out, I think
éy Sir Edmund Walker, in dayes gone by when any Canadian
youth wished to fit himself or herself for higher work

in Industrial Art he had to go across the line, and we
were losing to our friends to the south of the line some
of our brightest boys and girls because we were not able
to provide for them that higher training in art that

they rightly demanded. If we are going to develop our
textile industries - and the textile industries are

among the greatest industries in the Province of Ontario -
we must provide in Ontario itself the necessary training

in Industrisl Art., This Institution will be sble to

meet that demend in ever-increasing measure, This

PR — RS — - e e
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College of Art tekes its place as the Institution of
Higher Art, of higher traininz, alongeide of the Conserva-
tory of Music and 2l1ll the other Departments that are
liqked up with our University. We may with good hope
look forward to a day when, as the Prime Minister has
g0 happily said, we shall express our own na€§§h1 spirit
in Art and in Music as we arve already doing in manufactur-
ers and in commerce, in military mattere, in agricnlture;g\\
and in &2ll1l the thousand and one vocations of life,

I am sure that the Department of Lducation 2nd all the
educational interests in the Province offer their heartiest
congratulations to the Ontario College of Art as it enters
upon a new and happy chapter of its existence, (Applause)

THE CHAIRIAN: In 1917 the Ontario College of
Art became affiliated with the Univereity of Toronto,
and Sir Robert Falconer, President of the University of
Toronto, will speak to us upon the connection of the
College with the University.

SIR ROBERT FALCONER, K.C.M.G., LL.,D: MNMr,

Premier, ladies and gentlemen, at this hour it would
be quite improper for me to detain you at any length, ‘\
and really all that remeins to be done, I think, is to\\x
pronounce the benediction upon behalf of the Univereityl\xx‘\\
with which this College has been associated, expressing
the hope that the connection with the University that
has been, I trust, mutually beneficisl in the past, will
become closer in the years that are to come. We have
heard this afternoon, very gratefully, about the function

that has been slready performed by this College of Art, ‘

d of its b i this ty. That tt ',
an s beginnings in s commnity. ﬁ?jﬁ_ - .
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is only the beginning of its career we are sll persuaded;
and I think we have also come to recognize that all those
of us who are working f?r the development of the intellec-
tual and epiritusl side of our civilization must work
together, that we must cooperate, and stand eide by side.
We have a great deal to encourage us in this community end
in this country., The future is very good indeed, and
judging by the past we canm form no conception as to what
we may attain and do. When we observe the development of
-this City, see the comforts in which people live in the
residential parts, and observe the general good taste in
the homee, we surely must believe that thefe is =
great deal of potentiality that undsr wise direction, and
especially if thet direction is begun early enough, may
result in the verj great expansion of Art in all diree-
‘tiona. The beauty of life, the opportunity of en:iohing
'life-by beauty in &ll directions, is surely almost limit-
less, because it depends somewhat on comfort, and the

prospects of material comfort in this country are limite

less, Those prospects then, coupled with the real

ability to develop on the lines of Art, surely mean that

as we stand here this sfternoon we can see no horizon x\

at all which we cennot develop. Therefore 1 shall ?3 ey

simply close by saying that we in the University who

are associated with you hope that our connection will |
' |

be closer, and that as our tuturg is illimitable, so yours
also may be., (Applause)
THE CHAIEVAN: I think we have shown you today

that we have a number of very good .friends, and that

]
.

we have very strong support behind tha‘gap'wio coalasqggg .
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