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ILLIAM CRUIKSH , R.C.A. 

by G. A Red 

il iam Crui s nk 'ffl'ls born ot BrOHf')ity ~ orry, S otl nd, 
nd. o e to can de. in l857. He retur d · in burgh and 

t th\J Roy ~ ., j .3h A , fterH s the Roy~l 
, Lontion, an~ at e , 'ion 

o n , l .\.0 ctom.y '.,o u y r 
Sir Noel :Paton in th :;, n h giving ars' 
s d ah·p. ~.'Lile he r i• 1 .,;\C • - 'i Ya 

rt t e tim of his t tshi , nrr1 11th hi through-
out . life the ad L. s n is .11 o~ the ~o d st 1d.t~nt • 

.hile in L o yJli bi ted 1s f1r t 
pa1nt1 n the Roy o the l llery, but hi 
oho en of work :t tio o.ireotion h had 

at had oar b ok to his a o ted ooun ry he 
'for a ti e in w is ed ,it h vi •C intro-

duoe p n drawi with b 1~ ited Stat an ving 
st blished a nuol.ous ar hich the A:rt nt •. nte Lcagu gr •• 

n oonir1g to ,., i • r O't> ~ett e 
he e he h a s unt 1t t 70 yea.rs b for 1 d. 

Ar; e C dian J,.rti · he t e place, 1.cl 1ng c t on 
s of on . On opening hi 

tudio in ?oro to ,., c die.t ll up to ~derta.ke 
1mport nt rk. His 111 ti ve t s r nized by the 

io Go rnmcrlt be p;,01 1 , t t~ie of 
school boo , and his po s n ught him t 

pointment as in t1-uctor 1n ·ho S ool of a p ition 
held fro• about 1882 to l9u0, having continued wit Ont r1o 
Coll e t J. rt ·ihen the Soho l ,. 0 reo ge1 ized in 1912. 

t e ... o ... g 11 nneot·o1 Gruikah nlc's 111:tlu n e 
b came tr reaoh1ng nd nea ly every yo ·artwork r of his time 
1 n tario elm wlcdgea h1w as ·11 ·t l'• H regard c. r v:ing 
from the anti e ~a a highly i p rt nt, b i,ng a sohool of 
di cipl n t o-d.in tho nr ent aoo\ t\oy, knowledg of oon-
atruotion nd olo e observation. is pouer oft rs expression 
co..; bi d , 1th B v11 o~7ledt,e of rorl art de hi ssent1a 17 

teaoher. 

Cru.1kshank is ell on by hi 0 p1otures of Canadian lif, 
both in his 111 trationn bl ok and white, Rn by h s I> int1ngs. 
Two import nt works in the National G llery ar nBr a.kin Th Ro 4n 
nvd "T e S n Pi rr. 0th r works are "R tdi tL ~ t 1

•, 0 o ther1ng 
Saeed" and "Plough1 Lo er nada'. el tter reo ived medal 
at the P n AI:lerio n ~ o tion, Buffalo. H pai _ted o e _portr it , 
nearly ' ys ot ohoaen subj ot or friend , and soa1•oel,- v r 
executed oommi ion. He nev r aooept~ o ie ili an· of th Art 

ooie 1 es• but h s m mb r tor till e of the Ont 1•io Societ,-
ot Artist and in 1894 s l at~ a fu1 bor of th Royal 
C di Ao d my. 

O o. philo~·o. hio t rn of mind Cr 1kshank had hatr d of 
h m nd r ten e • nd wi h a harp ton his e.roas ere well 

kno'WJ;l, but he ede ny ~lose :f'r1 ndships in e.1.l classes in hioh 
he moved, and or many he l a.1 n fi in th Toronto 
Art tud nts' Leagu... en har» ey ond or full, 

ark e rd. He never r1ed, vmile h ·1d not live th l1fe 
of realu e, he live ono, a gener lly oc ssibl to his 
friend only. 

Af't r Iti .l r oo r from 
from Toronto to Kansa City to live 
there in 1922. 

~ :r1ou..s illn 
1th his sister, 

he. r::t 
nd died 

Partly written for prosp otus of 
Ont rio Soho 1 of Art 19 4• 

d 


