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Design in a
New context
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How can we design in 

this time of trouble?



How can we design in 

this time of trouble?

We started using language

as a design tool



system



Gobi desert, Mongolia

Puddle, the historic center of any European city

multiplicity

scalability



Art forms of nature
Ernst Haeckel, Kunstformen der Natur, 1904

ecology



autopoiesis
sympoiesis



Strange days
Kathryn Bigelow, 2000

innovation

5.0 scenario



relationship



togetherness



a common pattern

cooperation as

mutual aid



Legend

H= Human
Ma= mutual aid
Nh= non-human
<= Augmented

The Formulas
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Master Degree in Design 
Lab Design for Sustainability
A.A. 2019-20

#Design for social innovation and inclusion 



Design with, 
not design for





participation

cooperation

relationship



doing together

friendship

knowing myself 

through you
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down first 
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bring together 

keywords and 
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collect and write 

down first 

impressions and 

emotions …

bring together 

keywords and 

pictures …

to develop the 

first design ideas



What emerges from dealing 
with Human + Human
design issues?
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ROBOCOOP Augmented Reality, 
Advanced Storytelling, 
Blockchain in the Circular 
and Technological 
Innovation process of 
Social Cooperatives



OBJECTIVES

NEEDS and 
DREAMS

TECHNOLOGY and 
CIRCULAR solutions

DESIGN
STRATEGY

TESTING with
STAKEHOLDERS

PROTOTYPES
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Territorial analysis
[material + immaterial flows]

resources

waste materials

competences

relationships



Then…Why augmented?
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Then…Why augmented?

Digital transformation

Green transition

Social Change
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SMAG
SMArt Garden

Hybrid systems of human | technological | biological products.

Prototypes developed based on the concept of

Alessandra Galli ( Water Value )
Jonathan Lagrimino e Mirko Romanelli ( Litus )
Giacomo Da Re ( I sette Nani )
Ideati nell’ambito del corso di
Design for Sustainability ( LM12 )
Prof. Giuseppe Lotti, Prof. Marco Fioravanti.
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Interdependence between man and plant: 
a mutual relationship to be (re)built



WATER VALUE





SETTE NANI
(SEVEN DWARFS)

WATER VALUE - STRADESIGN 2019, FIRENZE MURATE



UNIT CONTROL ELEMENTS 



Legend

H= Human
Ma= mutual aid
<= Augmented

SMAG perspective

- More awarness about the inter-

relations between H + nH and 

Mutual Aid.

Restructuring the bond.

Build a bridge between H + nH.
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Legend

H= Human
Ma= mutual aid
Nh= non-human
<= Augmented

The Formulas
An Osmotic process

from Micro to Macro contexts

and interacting with heterogeneous disciplines



Cooperation
as a pattern and 

approach that
Design must adopt

for its more 
strategic, systemic

and sustainable
action over time.



Legend

H= Human
Ma= mutual aid
Nh= non-human
<= Augmented

The Formulas
An Eco-Social Design Framework

A possible direction for design research and practice which
deal with complex issues

and transdisciplinary connections



e-mail:
francesco.cantini@unifi.it
alessio.tanzini@unifi.it
margherita.vacca@unifi.it
fabio.ballerini@unifi.it

Follow us on Ig:
@design_sustainability_lab

Contact us



Thanks for your attention! ☺
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