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Programs to screen for colon cancer are 
widely available across Canada and detect 
cancers at an early, treatable stage. 
There are challenges to implementing 
high-quality screening programs in 
northern and remote areas.

                        The outcome of this scenario 
depends on the willingness of primary 
care providers to refer to specialists for 
definitive diagnosis in a timely way.

Lung cancer can be complicated to diagnose 
due to its vague symptoms. Patients often live 
with lung cancer for years before symptoms 
become apparent. Especially with non-smokers, 
a patient or physician may not suspect cancer 
from the early symptoms. The diagnosis is not 
simple, and there is no programmatic screening 
available for lung cancer and no standardized 
pathways for diagnostic tests.

Lung cancer is shown in an urban scenario to 
suggest a variance of diagnostic intervals, even 
when access to clinical services is excellent.
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