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The number of smog

 Biodiversity, the wide variety of living organisms i i 113 days in the GTA has EEREE
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irreplaceable services, like clean air and water, dAREP last decade. e — nd care

pollination of crops, and moderation of floods , :i:i:
and storms. anuns (IR

« Our regional biodiversity is not only our shared
natural heritage, but is also essential to our
health and well-being.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?
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* Air quality has improved in the region.
The concentration of air pollutants has
decreased and there are fewer smog days

Improve stormwater management to
improve water quality and flow

* Biodiversity is changing - tolerant fish may be
replacing more sensitive species and native
plants and animals appear to be declining.

* However, some communities may have poor
local air quality, particularly in urban centres.
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regional biodiversity and impair ecosystem services.

Impacts include;

* Greenhouse gases trap heat in the
atmosphere and oceans causing
the climate to change.

Improve local air quality monitoring

- Stomwater runoff and water pollution
- Invasive species
- Habitat loss and fragmentation

Strategically acquire, restore, and protect

* Greenhouse gas emissions must be more forest and wetland

drastically reduced if we are to avoid
the most severe impacts of climate
change on our planet and on our

Reduce vehicle use by improving
public and active transportation
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almost 2X the world

average GHG emissions
per person.

Build compact, complete, and green
communities
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* Fuel use for transportation and heating
buildings are the two largest sources of
greenhouse gas emissions in the GTA.

Invest in green infrastructure

S—— WHAT'S HAPPENING?

WHAT CAN WE DO?

Strategically acquire, restore & protect

greenspace and agricultural land  The rate of urban sprawl has decreased

and 'green building’ is increasing.
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* The urban forest has limited diversity

| . 1. and has been affected by insect pests
_ . L \ and extreme weather events.

« Farmland in the region continues to be

encourage active transportation

Improve electric vehicle infrastructure

Create efficient, integrated transit and \ m

lost, and the amount of greenspace per
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Retrofit energy inefficient buildings
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Green infrastructure includes natural vegetative
systems and green technologies that provide
ecosystem services such as producing oxygen,
supporting biodiversity, and stormwater storage

and filtration. Green infrastructure includes
WHAT CAN WE DO? | wetlands, ravines, street trees, and LID stormwater

management practices.

Low Impact Development (LID) is a hew
approach to stormwater management that
filters, evaporates, and retains runoff rather
than discharging it directly into streams.

& N . Improve waste reduction
Stormwater runoff is caused ey p— " | options in MuRBs
by rainfall or snowmelt 4 - 7 ‘

moving over the ground.

Improve textile recycling
options across the GTA
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*» The percentage of residential waste being
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S - Incorporate LID into stormwater g > 95% RECYCLABLE

chlorigae l.l"'l management and retrofit controls in .:' . _ o » Waste diversion MuRBs remains low Cﬂmpal'Ed
streams is older urban developments y R to single-family residential homes.

_d _ B our garbage. &‘
As stormwater runoff travels over . 4 <
hard surfaces, it picks up and carries 3 ‘ '
pollutants to our streams and lakes.

Implement full-cost pricing for water
and encourage water conservation
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Reduce the use of and look for
alternatives to road salt

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

By thinking and acting regionally,
we will make the Toronto region a cleaner,
greener, and healthier place to live. | MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTAL BUILDING (MuRB)

 Untreated and uncontrolled stormwater flowing
into rivers, streams and Lake Ontario is an issue
across the GTA, causing flooding, erosion,
water pollution and degraded ecosystems.

« Canadians are among the highest consumers of
water per person in the world.

Together, we can accelerate our collective
impact. Together, we will achieve more.

» Chlorides from road salting and microplastics are
a growing concern in the waterways of the region.
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« The amount of "stuff” we consume and
waste that we generate is unsustainableand

will impact the kind of world we will leave for
future generations.
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